
As we prayed in shul on Yom Kippur, 1973, our guest speaker for Israel Bonds was a representative of the 
Israeli consulate. Suddenly, he excused himself and left. Later we understood why. Israel was under attack in the 
Yom Kippur War. Shortly thereafter, the county wide rally of the Jewish Federation rally took place in Neve 
Shalom.  
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 Indeed, our dollars will do more than proclaim our unity with the State of Israel. They shall shout “No” 

loud and clear to many evils. 

 To the Egyptians and Syrians who dared their sneak attack while Jews were at prayer. To the UN 

Security Council whose political composition mocks its own name. to all those who would demand one lesser 

standard of morality from other nations under attack, but a far different suicidal morality – which is actually an 

immorality – to the Jewish nation. To all the Senator Fulbrights who bemoan Jewish money flowing into the 

Mideast, but fail to provide any other real means of helping the last island of democracy in a sea of Mideast 

Arab dictatorships, dictatorships that promise Israel’s annihilation. 

 There are Americans who view the threat to Israel as a special concern of the Jew. How wrong they are! 

The threat to Israel is a threat to all Americans, Jewish and non-Jewish alike. Allow me to share with you a 

personal experience which will shed light on this view. 

 Some years ago, when returning from studies in Israel, I stood in the rain at the site of the Dachau 

concentration camp. There we saw the buildings where Jews were subjected to fiendish torture; the outside 

showers, under which they froze in the cold of winter; the unventilated rooms in which they died of suffocation 

while they stood upright. We saw where they were hooked into the ceiling by their feet until their blood vessels 

ruptured in their heads. We saw the graves, each plot representing the ashes of 1000 of our people. 

 Even as we wept for our brethren who died, we became aware of the throng of Christian martyrs who 

also died in that camp. Any threat to the Jews is not to the Jew alone. The threat is to the Jew first. The Jew is 

the most sensitive spot in the human organism. The Jew is the barometer of civilization. When justice is 



abandoned, when righteousness is mocked, when God is forgotten, the attack on the Jew signals the 

approaching danger to all humankind. 

 It is significant that the classical Hebrew word for money is damim. The Talmud comments that this 

word “damim” has two meanings. It means “money” and it means “blood.” Our Israeli brethren shed their 

blood. We can and must give them transfusions through money. 

 If we do our part at this most critical moment in Jewish history, then I have faith that God will do God’s 

part. There seems to be an inscrutable law in this universe as if directed from some hand above, that every 

tyrant who rears his ugly head against the Jewish people ultimately overextends himself and brings his own 

downfall. This law is as firm as the law of gravity. It is God’s method of meeting us halfway. 

 Tonight, with our damim, our money, let us meet God and our fellow Jews in Israel, halfway.


