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 I want to speak on the value of friendship in life. My words are dedicated to your friends, and mine. In 

speaking our friendship I do not speak of the obvious. As a matter fact, friendship is not really into fashion in 

our American society. C.S. Lewis observed in the Saturday Evening Post “to the ancients friendship seemed the 

happiest and most fully human of all lives, the modern world, in comparison, ignores it." 

 Our schools do not teach friendship. If you read through the titles of sermons in The New York Times, 

you do not often see the topic of friendship. You attached yourself to your spouse in a clearly defined ceremony. 

But what formal event marked for you begetting of a friend? Those are reasons for our neglect of friendship. We 

Americans and especially Jews hold family life as a paramount virtue. There who promote family life so 

vigorously are suspect of anything that detracts from family life, including friendship. 

 Another value of ours which conflicts with friendship is our thirst for privacy. Preserving privacy and 

seeking friendship are frequently incompatible goals. Another reason is that our society is so permeated with 

sexual symbolism that relationships are friendship become suspect. Consider – can a man and a woman just be 

friends, or is the relationship automatically suspect of a sexual component? 

 Last year Psychology Today devoted the whole issue to exploring friendship in United States. 40,000 

responded to their questionnaire. One of the discoveries was that in a life crisis, 51% of the respondents would 

turn to a friend before turning to a family or spouse! A friend is necessary if only for practical reasons. 

Friendship is probably the only relationship which inherently does not depend on the striving for power or 

material profit. In the words of C.S. Lewis “Friendship” has no survival value; rather it is one of those things 

that gives value to survival. " 

 I would like to explore with you today the following.  

- What friendship is – what does it contribute to our lives that we cannot get from other sources?  



- What friendship is not. 

- God as your friend. 

 What and where is friendship? A behavioral scientist has defined three "friendship circles "around 

most of us.  

 The first circle, the closest the scientists says, is composed of four to seven people with very strong 

ties, who form a support system for each of our lives. 

 The second circle, larger and farther away, is composed of 15 to 20 people. They are important in your 

life, those you see regularly, but the involvement is not as intense. The third circle is composed of 30 to 50 

people. These ties are the weakest because of the infrequency of contact. 

 There are three classic instances of friendship in our Bible. The first instance is that of Job and his 

friends. You may know something of that great book and its response to the suffering of righteous human 

beings. It is also a treatise on the dynamics of friendship. Job is consoled in different ways by his four closest 

friends. Each consoles him differently. He listens and then responds to each one. We learn from Job, that a 

friend accepts you “where” you are, and “how” you are.  

 Secondly, friends can cry with Job at the harshness of life has to offer him. They are there to give him 

advice, but also to share his tears. 

 Thirdly, the friends tell Job what he must hear, not only what he wants to hear. They confront him 

lovingly with necessary, if unpleasant, facts.  

 Fourthly, a friend is capable of sharing life’s successes, not just its sorrows. It is hard not to be jealous 

when someone else wins in life. In contrast, a friend’s attitude is “your win is not my loss.” 

 The second source of friendship in our Bible is that of David and Jonathan. Many of you know the 

story. The account of Jonathan and David tells us that the relationship between friends can add a dimension to 

our lives which not even a relationship of a child to a parent gives. In the Yizkor prayer we now recite, we refer 

to our parents as "my father my teacher,” "my mother, my teacher.” It does not say, “my father, my mother, my 



friend." Although I realize that in the modern sense a teacher can be your friend, in the Jewish sense the roles 

were very distinct. A relationship with parents may have been as friends, but most likely not. Frequently, our 

relationship with our parents was too complicated to be that friendship.  

 Hopefully, our spouse will be included in that closest circle of four to seven friends. The Jewish 

marriage ceremony calls a spouse "our friend, our lover." But whereas friendship is not physical, love of a 

spouse includes the physical.  

 Another instance of friendship in our Bible is not as well known. It also involves King David, now in 

his old age. The narrative surrounds his son Avshalom, who led an insurgency against him. As David flees his 

own sons a man named Barzilai takes him in, gives him some food and clothing, and water. Then the situation is 

reversed. When Barzilai himself is old, King David invites him from his home in the countryside to Jerusalem 

to be maintained in style during his old age. Barzilai refuses and says "allow me to die in my own city, by the 

grave of my father and mother, and the king left Eli and blessed him." From here we learned that a friend, a true 

friend, can take the answer “no” without being offended. Barzilai wants to be left alone. He needs his solitude. 

Someone else would be offended. Friend David is not offended.  He kisses Barzilai: blesses him, and leaves him 

be. 

 What does it mean in the book of Isaiah when God refers to Abraham as "my friend."  What does it 

mean to say that God is your friend?   Abraham is the father of the Jewish people. God was the friend of 

Abraham. We are members of the Jewish people. Through our association with the Jewish people and 

descendants of Abraham, God becomes our friend too. In time of personal difficulty, our association with the 

Jewish people will bring God into focus. In time of great joy, our association with the Jewish people will 

connect our people’s God with us. But the privilege of God's friendship at these moments requires a two way 

relationship. If I nurture that relationship with the Jewish people, I can enjoy God's friendship at those 

moments. If I have not nurtured that relationship, I cannot anticipate that divine friendship at moments I need it, 

because I am unfamiliar about the means of invoking that friendship. 



 Indeed, perhaps true friendship also contains an aspect of mystery. C.S. Lewis writes. "Then it will 

seem to us that we four or five have chosen one another and friendship. In reality a few years difference in the 

dates of our births, a few more miles between certain houses, the choice of one university instead of another, 

any of these chances might've kept us as if a secret master of ceremonies has been at work.  

 "Who shall live – in friendship." "Who shall die?" with the blessing of friendship. 


