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The building at 250 Grove Ave was constructed in 1950. With the burgeoning membership of the 1970s, space 
was hard to come by. On the High Holydays we rented space in the auditorium of Metuchen High School. We 
also had classes off site. There was not yet consensus among our membership whether to manage as we were, or 
significantly expand our facility. Finally, the expansion took place in 1985. 
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 Abraham and Isaac approach Mount Moriah, Isaac asks his father “Heneh Haesh V’haetzim, V’ayeh Seh 

L’olah.” “Here is the wood and the fire, where is the raw material for sacrifice?” I would suggest that in Neve 

Shalom our question now is the reverse. We have a thriving, active, growing vigorous and participating 

membership which participates on may levels – “Seh L’olah” ample raw material but “Ayeh Haesh V’haetzim?” 

where is the wood with which to house the raw material? 

 The physical facility in which our synagogue is housed was built to accommodate one third the size of 

our present congregation. In one decade, our membership has doubled. It continues to grow. There has been a 

commensurate burst in activity of all types. Our greatest priority is an expansion of 250 Grove Avenue! Such 

expansion is necessary, as legitimate as a family whose size has doubled, requiring extra rooms to their house. 

In the past year you have heard much talk and plans as a committee has explored our needs and asked an 

architect to respond to them. As all burgeoning Jewish communities, the needs are manifold and sometimes 

conflicting. All understand that we have outgrown our facility. Some feel that we can continue with separate 

services, on the High Holydays, but require an expansion to accommodate our daily needs. On the other hand, 

there are those, especially long time members of Neve Shalom, who understand the necessity of expansion, for 

example, to whom worshipping as one congregation on one sacred site and in one sanctuary on the High 

Holydays is the priority. They are warmed over as parents, children, family, experience these days together and 

in one space! 

 It is natural that there should be some fear about such a major enterprise. It warrants careful 

consideration. One fear is that we do not wish to become involved in the “edifice complex,” which was the style 
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in some congregations in this state. Large mortgages supporting large edifices contrasting with the emptiness of 

those buildings on Shabbat. I share that concern, I also encourage caution and prudence. Prudence means that 

we do not build impractical, gargantuan buildings. For example, to build only a new sanctuary usable only for 

the High Holydays, would be to engage in edifice complex. The beauty of the concept which is being 

entertained is that it is functional and flexible; accommodating High Holyday worship but also suitable for 

weekly and daily educational and social activities of Neve Shalom. 

 To want a facility for Shabbat Bar/Bat Mitzvah, in which a kiddush and luncheon can be set up, without 

interfering with worship services, while at the same time there is a luncheon for our youth in another part of the 

building, that is not an edifice complex. It is a practical, functional, and necessary addition. 

 To celebrate a wedding in the shul in kosher facilities, with ample aesthetically pleasing space for dining 

and dancing, is not edifice complex, but a practical, functional, and necessary addition. 

 On Sunday morning, when thank God there are so many people in our building for various activities that 

we cannot accommodate the crowd – to build for that purpose is not an edifice complex. Currently because we 

have only one all-purpose gym, only one activity can be run at a time. Currently, the 50 members of our Adult 

Education class, a school assembly, the needs of our Sisterhood, a new members brunch, assemblages of 

havurah, must all compete for the same small room. 

 We have the “Seh L’olah,” the human raw material. Let’s as a congregation commit ourselves to “Haesh 

V’Haetzim,” the physical structure, to wisely and prudently accommodate our human and spiritual needs.


